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February 15, 2011

RE: Vote No on Riders from Congressmen Cliff Stearns and David McKinley on Coal Ash to
the Full Year Continuing Appropriations Act (HR 1)

Dear Representative:

On behalf of our millions of members, activists and supporters across the country, we are
writing today to urge you to vote “"No” on riders from Congressmen Cliff Stearns and David
McKinley restricting EPA’s authority to implement strong safeguards on coal ash.

Coal ash is a dangerous waste generated by burning coal for energy, and it contains many
hazardous metals and chemicals like arsenic, lead, hexavalent chromium and selenium.
Despite its hazardous characteristics, coal ash is not subject to federal regulations, and
state laws governing coal ash disposal are usually weak or non-existent.

Across the country, millions of tons of coal ash are being stored in unlined ponds, landfills
and mines. Many of these sites lack adequate safeguards leaving nearby communities at
risk from potential large scale disasters, like the massive coal ash spill in Tennessee in
2008, and from gradual yet equally dangerous contamination as coal ash toxins seep into
drinking water sources.



As the nation’s leader on clean air and water issues, EPA must address this problem. The
public health and environmental hazards from unsafe coal ash dumping have been known
for many years, including increased risk of cancer, learning disabilities, neurological
disorders, birth defects, reproductive failure, asthma and other sickness.

EPA has the authority and responsibility to put in place common-sense rules that protect
human health and the environment by controlling the disposal of dry coal ash and phasing
out the dumping of wet ash in unsafe ponds. We ask Congress to support the EPA as they
move forward with a coal ash rule that is based on the best science and that provides the
same federally enforceable standards for all communities. Everyday, Americans face the
danger of living with toxic coal ash in their backyards, threatening to poison their
communities.

The time is now to protect them. Please vote "No” on the amendments from Congressmen
Stearns and McKinley that would stop EPA from implementing consistent and enforceable
safeguards that will protect human health and the environment by ensuring safe disposal of
coal ash across the nation.

Cc: 112" House of Representatives



