Reports for the website:

State of Coal Ash Regulation in NC (Sept 9, 2010) -- not online, but I have the attachment
The EPA recently identified 49 coal ash ponds that have a high hazard potential rating, 12 of which are in North Carolina.  In addition, Duke and Progress Energy recently tested groundwater surrounding coal ash ponds for contamination.  Of the 13 ponds tested, all 13 were found to violate NC groundwater standards.  This report examines the need for federal regulation of coal ash and makes recommendations concerning two proposed regulations being considered by the EPA.


In Harm’s Way: Lack of Federal Coal Ash Regulations Endangers Americans and their Environment (August 26, 2010)
(This one isn’t on our site at all)
http://www.earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/report-in-harms-way.pdf
An investigation building on the February 2010 report (below) identified 39 more coal combustion waste disposal sites in 21 states where the groundwater or surface water has been contaminated with toxic metals and other pollutants.  Added to the 67 cases acknowledged by the EPA, that brings the total to at least 137 sites polluted by coal ash or scrubber sludge.


Out of Control: Mounting Damages from Coal Ash Waste Sites (February 24, 2010)
http://riverkeeper.appvoices.org/documents/Out_of_Control_FINAL_234am.pdf
This report explores 31 coal combustion waste sites that are known to have contaminated groundwater, wetlands, creeks, or rivers in 14 different states.  At almost half of the sites, contamination extends off the power plant property at levels that exceed drinking water or surface water quality standards.  In addition, 22 of the 31 sites are located in communities with high poverty rates.  According to the EPA, residents near coal ash dump sites have a higher risk for cancer as well as damage to the liver, kidney, lungs, and other organs.


NC Coal Ash Pond Groundwater Contamination Analysis (October, 2009)
http://riverkeeper.appvoices.org/documents/AV_Report_on_NC_Coal_Ash_Pond_Violation_Analysis_Oct_2009.pdf
An analysis of ground water samples surrounding 13 coal ash ponds operated by Duke and Progress Energy revealed that all 13 ponds are leaking toxic heavy metals and other pollutants into the surrounding aquifer.  Exceedances were found for arsenic, boron, cadmium, chloride, chromium, iron, lead, manganese, pH, sulfate, and total dissolved solids.


Preliminary Summary Report from Water, Sediment and Fish samples collected at the TVA Ash Spill (May 15, 2009)
http://riverkeeper.appvoices.org/documents/AppVoices_TVA_Ash_Spill_Report_May15.pdf . 
On December 22, 2008 a coal ash retention pond at the TVA Kingston Fossil Plant broke, releasing over one billion gallons of toxic coal ash.  Preliminary analysis of samples collected near the spill site revealed elevated levels of toxic elements in the water, sediment, and fish tissues from the Emory River.
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