The Dirty Lie Fact Sheet
What is The Dirty Lie? 

· A fact-based campaign (www.thedirtylie.com) debunking the clean coal con. 
· The website’s core is a series of interactive lies that the coal industry and our elected officials perpetuate, including the dirtiest lie of all: coal is clean.  Each lie is exposed using scientific and legal facts, videos, graphics, and mash-ups (re-mixes of existing video or audio files).  
· From cradle to grave, coal is a filthy source of energy that impacts all of us.  The dirty lies address the entire coal cycle from mining to transportation to burning to waste storage and climate change and the effects each has on public and environmental health, miner and community safety, economics, and renewable sources of energy.  
How is The Dirty Lie different than other anti- clean coal campaigns?

· The Dirty Lie is grounded in the Waterkeeper movement’s solid track record of advocacy against the coal industry at the international, national, and regional levels.  

· The Dirty Lie’s power lies with our grassroots movement: the success of The Dirty Lie rests with the experience and passion of all of us – not just the Waterkeepers with coal mines and coal-fired power plants, but everyone affected by mercury pollution, acid rain, and climate change.

· The Dirty Lie considers coal from cradle to grave: While many other groups are focusing on a singular aspect of coal use, such as climate change, TDL is targeting the entire coal cycle.  Our approach negates industry’s stop-gap responses to specific issues, like carbon sequestration technologies to address climate change or sorbent injection for mercury capture.  It is our position that no matter what the coal industry does, coal can never be clean.

· An extensive “Take Action” portion of the site is dedicated to citizen engagement and advocacy, and includes empowering tools such as petitions and action alerts to elected officials and industry representatives; downloadable banners, desktops, and widgets; template letters to the press, grocers, and utilities; energy conservation measures; and The Dirty Lie posters and “Missing Mountain” flyers to hang in your community.
Who is Waterkeeper Alliance?

Waterkeeper Alliance is one of the world’s fastest growing environmental organizations, with nearly 200 local Waterkeepers patrolling rivers, lakes and coastal waterways on six continents. Chaired by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Waterkeeper Alliance connects and supports local Waterkeeper programs to provide a voice for waterways and their communities worldwide.  For more information please visit www.waterkeeper.org. 
We hope you’ll join us in this important fight.

