The Dirty Lie: North Carolina Fact Sheet
“Clean coal” is nothing but a dirty lie: from mining to transportation to burning it, coal is destroying our natural resources, poisoning our fish and our children, and endangering our communities.  It is especially destructive to North Carolina.

What is North Carolina’s connection to coal?

Americans currently depend on the coal industry for about 50 percent of their electricity needs.  North Carolinians get around 60 percent of their electricity from coal-fired power plants.  North Carolina’s electricity consumption is among the highest in the nation and nearly half of the households in the state rely on electricity as their main source for home heating. 

What is North Carolina’s connection to coal mining?
While the state lacks any major coal mines, North Carolina’s coal-fired power plants burn coal brought in by rail from West Virginia and Kentucky.  In 2006, North Carolina burned 31,797 thousand short tons of coal. 
Where are North Carolina’s coal-fired power plants?

There are 1,100 coal-fired power plants in the U.S.  According to the Energy Information Administration, there are 17 major coal-fired power plants located in North Carolina (major power plants are defined as those with capacities greater than or equal to 100 megawatts).  These plants have a total capacity of 12,837 megawatts.  

To learn more about coal-fired power plants in your watershed, visit:

· www.ilovemountains.org
· http://projects.publicintegrity.org/coalash/ 
Coal-fired power plants discharge toxic, mutagenic, and carcinogenic compounds.  Coal contributes 80 percent of all greenhouse gases attributed to the energy sector.  Coal combustion waste is the second largest waste stream in the United States – only mining creates more waste.  Coal-fired power plants generate 120 million tons of solid waste each year – enough to fill a million railroad cars, creating a train 9,600 miles long that would stretch between New York City to Los Angeles 3.5 times.  Coal combustion waste is widely stored in largely unlined and unmonitored slurry ponds, ash dumps, and landfills both at power plants and offsite. 

How is North Carolina’s water resources affected by mercury contamination? 
Nationwide, coal-fired power plants emit 48 tons of mercury, a potent neurotoxin, into the environment each year.  Coal-fired power plants are the leading source of mercury contamination in the U.S. According to the NC Division of Air Quality Toxic Air Pollutant Point Source Emission Reports from 2001 to 2005, more than 22,797 lbs of mercury were emitted from known state sources. The major source of such mercury is our own coal‐fired power plants, which in North Carolina accounts for 70% of man‐made airborne emissions of mercury, well above the national average. North Carolina ranks among the top 12 states with the highest mercury emissions from power plants. They have been polluting North Carolina with mercury and other harmful pollutants for decades.
Testing of less than 60 percent of North Carolina waters by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources determined that 1,000 miles of North Carolina rivers plus an additional 29,522 acres of freshwater lakes, reservoirs, and impoundments are impaired for mercury. In fact, mercury impaired more acres of water in North Carolina lakes than any other source including Chlorophyll a, turbidity, high pH, dioxin, nutrients, low pH and aquatic weeds. For example, the entire length of the Waccamaw River is impaired by mercury contamination from its source to the South Carolina line.   The State was scheduled to spend thousands of dollars to develop the Waccamaw and Cashie River TMDLs in 2008 in an attempt to address the presence of this toxin in these waters. 
Mercury deposition into our water resources concentrate into fish and shellfish. Organic mercury concentrations can be 1,000 higher in fish than in the surrounding water.  Nearly all the fish and shellfish in the U.S. are contaminated with mercury.  In North Carolina, high levels of mercury are having a significant impact on the citizens of the state and their ability to use the waterways for fishing. In March of 2006, the NC Department of Health and Human Services revised the mercury fish consumption advisory and greatly expanded the number of species that woman of childbearing age and children under 15 should not consume. The advisory currently lists 24 freshwater and saltwater species found to have elevated levels of mercury in waters east and south of Interstate 85. Largemouth bass is now listed statewide, the first ever such statewide listing for any contaminant. 
Pregnant women who eat mercury-contaminated fish pass the mercury on to their babies.  High levels of exposure affect neurological development, leading to developmental delays and learning disabilities, impairments in cognitive thinking, memory, attention, language usage, and fine motor and visual spatial skills.  An estimated eight percent of women of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury, and the leading mercury researcher at the EPA estimates that 410,000 babies born each year in the U.S. have unsafe levels of mercury.  Based on Centers for Disease Control data, the North Carolina Dept of Health and Human Services recently estimated that at least 13,677 children per year are born in North Carolina with blood mercury levels that place them at risk for lifelong learning disabilities, fine motor and attention deficits, and lowered IQ.
Clean coal is a dirty lie.  Please join us at www.thedirtylie.com to join us in our fight for clean water and strong communities.  
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