Updated August 2010.
General

· We applaud EPA for recognizing the very real health and environmental risks posed by toxic coal ash. Given the seriousness of these risks, enforceable federal safeguards, not suggested state guidelines, are necessary to protect our communities.  

· Both the EPA and the National Academy of Sciences have years of research showing that coal ash is becoming increasingly toxic. The thousands of toxic coal waste dump sites across the country pose serious threats to our health.
· If the BP Oil Disaster and the Tennessee coal ash tragedy taught us anything, it's that we can't just take the polluter's word for it anymore. 
· Strong federal safeguards need to be issued quickly before more communities are exposed. Continuing to ignore scientific and safety concerns could come at a high cost.
· Effective coal ash regulations must require basic protections for communities such as composite liners, water run-off controls, groundwater monitoring, and financial assurance that companies pay to clean up what they pollute.  

New Testing
· Improved testing methods reveal that coal ash toxins leach into water at significantly higher rates than originally understood, leaving public health and waterways at risk. 

· The levels of pollution, like arsenic, seeping from coal ash were found to be thousands of times higher than what is considered “safe” for drinking water. 

· Concentrations of metals and chemicals in coal ash have been found at levels many times higher than what is currently considered hazardous waste. 
Health
· Living near a wet coal ash storage pond is significantly more dangerous than smoking a pack of cigarettes a day, according to a risk assessment done by EPA. 

· People living with 1 mile of unlined coal ash ponds can have an extremely high 1in 50 risk of cancer. That’s more than 2,000 times higher than what EPA considers acceptable.
· The toxins found in coal ash have been linked to organ disease, cancer, respiratory illness, neurological damage and developmental problems. 
· Children are more susceptible to the health impacts of coal ash, a disturbing fact since EPA has found that 1.54 million children live near coal sites.  

Neglect Option (subtitle D)
· The Neglect option relying on suggested state guidelines is not substantively different from current policies and will result in few if any changes. 

· The common sense steps suggested in EPA guidelines are not new; neither is the idea that the industry should be taking basic precautions, like conducting groundwater monitoring, to protect people from its toxic waste. Yet knowing has not equaled doing and it will not do so now without federal enforcement. 

· Simply telling states and the industry that they really should be more careful is not enough.

· The lack of federal regulation is what has led to the current failed patchwork of state protections against coal ash and the massive Tennessee coal ash disaster.
· This contamination has flown under the radar for far too long. The coal industry should no longer be able to pass off their toxic waste on our communities.

Protect Option (subtitle C) 
· Recognizing that coal ash is substantially more dangerous than household garbage and regulating it like the toxic substance it is will benefit communities and environments across the country.  
· The common sense guidelines backed up by federal enforcement and financial accountability provide much needed environmental and public health safeguards. 

· Coal ash is not only toxic when it is put into a pond or landfill. It should be regulated from cradle to grave.
· Despite the known toxicity of coal ash a vast majority of states do not even require monitoring to see if coal ash is polluting drinking water. It is time for the federal government to step in. 

· Storing wet coal ash in ponds is highly dangerous and needs to be phased out before there is another TVA disaster. 

Cost

· Though less expensive in the short run, suggested “guidelines” under the Status quo option will fail to fix the problem because less than half of coal plants are expected to clean up. 
· A strong federal rule can ensure 100% compliance, offsetting the initial cost with avoided health and water clean up costs, prevented massive disasters like the Tennessee spill, and increased safe coal ash recycling.  

· EPA estimates that Protect option could generate up to $7.4 billion in benefits each year. 

· Even if the entire cost of the Protect option was passed on to consumers, electricity prices nationwide would increase by an average of less than 1%. 

Environment

· Exposure to toxic coal ash can lower birth rates, cause tissue disease, slow development and even kill plants and animals, leading to changes in wildlife concentrations and disruptions in entire ecosystems.

· As much of the coal ash pollution ends up in our waterways, fish are especially at risk. 

· Exposure to selenium, a pollutant found in coal ash, is known to have caused severe deformities in fish-- two eyes on one side of their heads, s-shaped spines and mutated organs.

· The toxic pollution from coal ash builds up in exposed animals and plants, causing the pollution to make its way up the food chain when they are eaten. 

